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Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC is a politically independent, international, non-governmental 
organization. 

We promote global dialogue to encourage stability and economic development on the basis of ethical principles. 

Our organization aims to support and assist emerging countries to become more capable, stable, and trustworthy 
partners on a global scale. 

By bringing together diverse stakeholders, representing all spheres of political and socio-economic life, we are 
able to identify their needs and challenges, and thus create synergies and forge solutions through partnership. 
The CGDC strives to translate goals into measurable results, and drive change towards a more sustainable future. 

We believe that meaningful dialogue and active cooperation are essential for facing global challenges.

PROMOTING
Dialogue Between Politicians and Businessmen

Providing
Frameworks Applicable Everywhere in the World

Assisting
Emerging Countries in becoming Politically and Economically Stable Partners
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Dear CGDC Friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for being a part of the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 ”Dialogue 
and Cooperation for Change”, and acknowledge our appreciation for your active participation in our initiative. We 
were honored to welcome you in Vienna as we consider your expertise and contribution crucial for the success of 
our efforts to approach the most important topics of today: energy and democracy.

The CGDC Meeting 2012 brought together a dynamic group of business executives, heads of state, non-profit 
leaders, academics, media representatives, and global citizens. All of you embody a wide variety of professions, 
cultural and religious backgrounds, and geographic regions. This diverse community had one common feature 
that united all of us – we are all change-makers.

We want to express our sincere gratitude to President Bill Clinton who continues to be our ardent supporter and to 
inspire us with his achievements and vision ”how each of us can change the world”.

The CGDC would like to thank all the distinguished speakers for sharing their knowledge and presenting new 
perspectives in the fields of renewable energy, as well as economic and media power in the context of democratic 
leadership. 

Furthermore, we are grateful to the sponsors for their support and trust in our initiative as their contribution 
empowered us to multiply the impacts of our efforts.

We highly appreciate your strong belief in CGDC’s vision and mission and look forward to our common action for a 
better world. 

Yours Sincerely,

Petar Stoyanov
President of the CGDC 
President of the Republic of Bulgaria 1997 - 2002

”We need new core values and we need to redefine the relationship 
between politics and business.”

Stamen Stantchev
Secretary General of the CGDC 
Entrepreneur

”Whenever you think, think big. Whenever we do something in the CGDC, 
we think globally.”

Walter Schwimmer
Vice President of the CGDC 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe 1999 - 2004

”The CGDC is endeavouring to change attitudes and is seeking to take 
lessons from history.”

Werner Fasslabend
Vice President of the CGDC  
Minister of Defence, Republic of Austria 1990 - 2000

”The consideration of ethics and values is an important step towards 
facing any economic and financial crisis.”

Etienne Declercq
Vice President of the CGDC 
International Real Estate Developer

”With the focus of the CGDC on supporting emerging countries we can 
contribute to the wellbeing of every single individual in the world..”

Petar Stoyanov Etienne DeclerqWalter Schwimmer Stamen StantchevWerner Fasslabend
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Prof. Abdul Latif Al Meer
Chairman of ICQ
Vice Chairman of Sidra Takaful

Sukhbaatar Batbold
Prime Minister of Mongolia

General Wesley K. Clark
Supreme Allied Commander Europe of NATO 1997 - 2000

Natalia Corrales-Diez
Founder and Partner of avant-gardist, Vienna

Karim Farouk Jalloul
Chairman of the Tourism & Hospitality Industry 
Advisory Board of MODUL University Vienna

José María Figueres Olsen
President of Costa Rica from 1994 - 1998

Mikhail Safarbekovich Gutseriev
President of OAO NK ”RussNeft”

Thomas Limberger
Chairman and CEO of SilverArrow Holding AG

Jeff Greene
American Businessman and Entrepreneur

Gerry van der Sluys
President of Business Creation
International Businessman and Entrepreneur

Carmine S. Villani
President of Europower Renewable Energy (ERE)

Rick Yune
Businessman and Actor 
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Welcome Speech - Summary
H.E. Petar Stoyanov
President of the CGDC 
President of the Republic of Bulgaria 1997 - 2002

On May 17, 2012, H.E. Petar Stoyanov, President of the Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC, opened 
the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 ”Dialogue and Cooperation for Change” by warmly welcoming the audience, and 
thanking everyone for their dedication and active participation. President Stoyanov was especially delighted to 
see President Clinton’s continuous support of the CGDC’s initiative, and thanked the President for his personal 
engagement and active participation at the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012. Petar Stoyanov also expressed his 
gratitude to the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, R.H. Dr. Morgan Richard Tsvangirai, for joining the meeting and 
wished everyone a very successful meeting over the next two days.

In his welcome remarks, President Stoyanov emphasized that CGDC was founded to make a tangible contribution 
to the most concrete problems in public life and that dialogue is the most important tool for overcoming differences 
and reaching the best solutions on a national, regional and global level. ”The lack of dialogue, cooperation and 
the will to take joint action means that economic cooperation and big infrastructural projects come to a hold in some 
countries and in the long run the global process of economic cooperation and development is restricted,”- as he noted.

CGDC is a non-government organization that strives to support its ideas by taking concrete actions, mentioned the 
President. Recently, the CGDC invested in the education of 65 young people from the Western Balkans who have 
been provided an exclusive opportunity to participate in the MBA Program in Public Governance and Management 
at MODUL University in Vienna, Austria. ”The CGDC has identified this opportunity to make a lasting and positive 
change in the region by investing in the education of young people, so that they must study and live together, understand 
and reconcile their differences.” said President Stoyanov and then thanked once again the MODUL University for a 
very successful cooperation and emphasized that these young people are the future leaders of their countries who 
after acquiring appropriate knowledge would be able to make tangible contributions and find adequate solutions 
to the most pressing needs and sensitive issues in their countries.

President Stoyanov then turned to the main topics of the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 illustrating the high 
importance of the detailed analysis of the current developments in the field of energy and democracy. Since ”the 
world has changed dramatically” it is our duty to find new, unconventional solutions, asserted President Stoyanov. 

Further, underlining and summarizing the urgent need for addressing the challenges in the field of energy and 
democracy, President Stoyanov wished everyone a prosperous day and passed the floor to Dr. Busek who opened 
the Energy Day of the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 with his insights to pressing energy issues.

Keynote speech - Summary
Dr. Erhard Busek
Jean Monnet Professor ad personam

Dr. Erhard Busek, former Vice Chancellor of Austria, delivered the opening keynote address at the CGDC Annual 
Meeting 2012 in Vienna, Austria, on May 17, 2012. Dr. Busek began his speech by illustrating the relationship of the 
two topics of the CGDC Conference and emphasizing the linkage between the question of energy and the quality 
of democracy. Then focusing on the title of his speech ”Energy: Condition for Life or Instrument of Power” he 
advised the audience to interlink those two concepts rather than seeing them as alternatives: ”Power has always a 
tendency for monopolizing. If you have monopoly on something, you are stronger, more powerful, you can dedicate what 
is going on and so far energy is one of the key questions in this direction.”
Further, viewing energy as condition for life, Dr. Busek mentioned the importance of energy for the future, and 
expressed his concern regarding the lack of common regulations on the security condition, which creates tensions 
within the European Union. He also spoke about several changes that took place in the field of energy after the 
downfall of the Soviet Union. Gas and oil started to play a very important role and ”it [gas] might be the next step 
because seen from the ecological dimension gas is more preferable for the ecological situation, and to have gas power 
stations is not such a burden for the atmosphere” as he noticed.

”We are in the phase of energy crisis and the background of this meeting is to bring in contributions, bring in an influence 
on the public, on political decision-making,” said Dr. Busek, and then highlighted the importance of the cooperation 
not only among the states but also at the global level, ”Energy is not a subject of competence of the European Union. It 
is a subject of native state. Political power has to be based on European Parliament and is very much depending on other 
Member States’ will to cooperate.”

Interestingly enough there is a high correlation and interdependence between energy and democracy as Dr. Busek 
mentioned at the beginning of his speech. The question of instrument for power is very much connected with 
the quality of democracy, in the context of ”who can switch on and off”, its availability, the question of price, and 
these issues create a lot of social tensions when the decisions are not made for the benefit of all people. Energy 
is a human right, asserted Dr. Busek: ”We do not want only democracy on the level of nation state, we don’t want only 
democracy on the European level, we are really convinced that democracy - and for sure this is for the human rights - is 
basics for a peaceful living together and so far it is very much connected in this context.” Indeed, it is a very difficult 
task to develop equal rights in this context of energy, and as Dr. Busek concluded the Energy Community for South 
East Europe, which is even a stronger instrument than the regulations within the European Union, might be the 
solution to the problem.
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Keynote Speech - Summary
Tiffany Persons
Shine On Sierra Leone, Founder and Director

During the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012, Tiffany Persons, founder of the Shine On Sierra Leone, conveyed a keynote 
speech. Persons emphasized that the mission of Shine On Sierra Leone is to create change and it is in this spirit of 
positive action that she gave her support to the CGDC. ”Shine On Sierra Leone is about change not charity: President 
Stoyanov, Stamen and myself are united in the common goal of building partnerships across communities, cultures 
and countries,” said Tiffany Persons, and then lookig back at her first visit to Sierra Leone in 2005 she continued, 
”Sierra Leone touched me personally. Here was the place where I was greeted with human warmth and smile, the perfect 
beginning for a dialogue on my journey.”

Soon she realized that money was not the only solution for success in Sierra Leone, and that the transformation 
should not be expected only from them, but come from her as well. ”I first had to reexamine the way that I viewed 
poverty. I had to shift my understanding of the community from poor, impoverished victims to seeing them as powerful 
human beings as they are. People worthy to be my partners”, acknowledged Persons. ”We changed the name from 
charity to partnership…and then we began to use the participatory approach, by including the voices, hearts, hands 
and solutions of the people in Sierra Leone in every single thing that we did,” emphasized Tiffany Persons. She then 
recalled with a smile that although it took time to work through the challenges and expectations they eventually 
managed to build a community that is in harmony.

After sharing her experience in Sierra Leone, Tiffany Persons talked about the activities and projects that her 
foundation has got involved in. She was especially enthusiastic about her first project implemented in Sierra Leone 
recounting how they achieved to rehabilitate the worst school building, which was burned down to the grounds 
during the civil war and is now ranked number 5 out of 600 schools in Sierra Leone. 

Afterwards Tiffany Persons excitedly introduced her other projects and involvement in Sierra Leone. She talked 
about different collaborative programs inspired by the pioneering work of Mohammed Yunus and his microfinance 
creation. ”We have created a micro credit program that has given out 7,000 loans to over 5,000 mothers of school-aged 
children. We have raised over 650,000 dollars for this project.” Further, encouraged by the discussions held on Energy 
Day of the CGDC Annual Meeting, she found the discussed topics and issues similarly important for Sierra Leone. 

At the end of her speech Persons said, ”In order to create dialogue and cooperation I first need to focus on building 
trust. I did this in the most practical way possible by being on the ground, getting my hands dirty and continuing to 
challenge myself and my view of the world,” and then concluded her speech with a quote about motivation on bringing 
about change: ”Give me the grace to see the beauty in unexpected places and in unexpected people.”

Welcome Speech - Summary
Dr. Walter Schwimmer
Vice President of the CGDC  
Secretary General of the Council of Europe 1999 - 2004

The 2nd day of the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 ”Dialogue and Cooperation for Change” was opened with inspiring 
remarks by the Vice President of the CGDC and former Secretary General of the Council of Europe Dr. Walter 
Schwimmer, who cordially welcomed the audience, and thanked the panelists of the Energy Day for the interesting 
debates held the day before. 

After a brief deliberation on the facts, such as the rising of democratic states as a proof that democracy can 
survive even under difficult circumstances on the one hand, and the people’s reaction to the financial crisis in 
Greece, or the rise of populist and extremist movements on the other, Dr. Schwimmer remembered Winston 
Churchill’s words: ”No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise, indeed, it has been said that democracy is 
the worst form of government, except all the others that have been tried.” 

Dr. Schwimmer then delved into the main two topics of the Democracy Day at the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012, 
”Democracy vs Economic Power” and ”The Global Challenges of Democratic Leadership.” Dr. Schwimmer first 
spoke about the influence and impact of economic and financial powers in the political life, mentioning that 
economic decision-makers want to be independent from politics. ”But, do they also want to refrain from influence 
on politics?” asked Dr. Schwimmer to the audience. ”We need a trustful dialogue between politicians and business, 
between democratic and economic power.”

The speech then shifted towards the challenges of democratic leadership. ”There is certainly a desire for benevolent 
and all-wise leaders, in whom one can trust, on whom one can rely,” noted Dr. Schwimmer, ”but are these still the 
politicians?” and referring to Italian Prime Minister Monti and his government Dr. Schwimmer raised further 
questions: ”Will that be the democratic system of the future? A kind of Republican Monarchy with a ruler appointed 
for a certain period and not elected; the role of the elected parliament reduced to the control of the government and 
the approval of the laws? Or do we witness a development of more informal leadership in Europe as well as at the 
global level?” he then added: ”At the global level, the real decisions are not taken by the United Nations as the only 
comprehensive global organization of states,” and continued, ”I’m curious for the second panel today, who are the 
leaders, and how are they challenged?”

As Former Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Dr. Schwimmer then digressed into the interdependent 
principles of democracy. He assured that besides the new questions and challenges ”we have to be careful when 
extremist forces are abusing democratic freedoms. We have to be careful when certain government structures get out 
of democratic control.” He closed the speech by adamantly reinforcing the need for ”an open dialogue on how to 
safeguard one of our highest values – democracy – and make it even stronger.”
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As another example of challenges, President Clinton referred to Haiti where the ”sun shines over 300 days a year 
and they have the highest electric rates in the Caribbean. The Caribbean has the highest electric rates in the world, 
because nobody has figured out how to organize investments so that they can bring solar and wind and geothermal and 
waste energy there, so they keep paying ridiculous amounts of money for oil and diesel systems.” 

Besides many other examples all over the world, he recounted in particular the challenges of Brazil. Although it 
was reducing rainforest cuts and having a high percentage of their energy coming from renewable sources, the 
country still has problems. Their demand for energy is constantly rising. ”More than half their fuel is sugar cane 
based ethanol and it’s the best bio-fuel in the world; 9.3 gallons for every one gallon of gasoline. And you don’t need a 
rainforest to grow sugar cane. Sugar cane needs deep topsoil and the rainforest has thin topsoil. So what is happening 
there? The more they take the deep topsoil, the more the cattle ranchers and the soybean farmers are driven into the 
rainforest. Another big problem they have there is that 85% of their electricity is green electricity from hydropower. 
[…] But the only places left in Brazil where the rivers flow deep and strong enough to generate electricity, are in the 
rainforests.”

President Clinton reasoned Brazil as an example for lived democracy because of his experience at a conference 
in Manaus. ”And everybody [from Brazil] was sitting around a table like this, every oil company, every utility company, 
the representatives of all the big businesses, the representatives of the small businesses, the representatives of the 
working people, the head of the Green Party, representatives of the native tribes, and instead of screaming at each other 
or fighting or calling each others names, they were actually sitting around a table saying, ’This is a really hard problem. 
There is no perfect solution. How can we do this together? ’ The process is sometimes more important than the end 
product.”

He emphasized ”But if you look at all these countries and all their challenges, whether they are wealthy, challenged to 
reform, rising, challenged to perform and extend systems to people who are left out, or very poor challenged to begin, 
there is one thing that works everywhere and only one. The one thing that is in shortest supply in the modern world. The 
one thing that makes this Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation so important. The thing that works everywhere, 
are creative networks of cooperation.”

In the Q&A Session President Clinton gave his point-of-view on the current economic situation in Europe and US. 
”You could pass a long-term deficit reduction plan, in the United States. You could have a long-term EU plan that would 
have quite a bit of austerity in it, but first the economy has to be growing, people have to be making a living, jobs have 
to be being created, businesses have to be starting or expanding. […] By the way, for those of you who are skeptical if 
this will work, if you get growth, Europe and the U.S. will have no choice but to deal with the debt because you will have 
exploding interest rates as the public demand for borrowing conflicts with the private demand for borrowing. So the right 
thing to do is start growth and then practice for strength and that’s what I think we should both do.”

Keynote Speech - Summary
President Bill Clinton
Founder of The William J. Clinton Foundation
42nd President of the United States of America

President Bill Clinton, Founder of The William J. Clinton Foundation and 42nd President of the United States of 
America, inspired the participants of the CGDC Annual Meeting 2012 with his speech about the challenges 
democracy or better democratic systems face in our world today. 

Although not many countries are having an easy start, there are examples for peaceful democracies like in the 
states developed from former Yugoslavia – a region shaken by wars and genocide for the battle of independence 
and a better way of life. All Balkan countries have installed a democracy where ”all of them [= former head of states/
government] had left office peacefully, willingly, voluntarily. Either they had not gone through the election or they were 
limited by their terms of the constitution or they were defeated in an honest election and every one of them showed up 
determined to be part of civil society.”

He further invited the governments of standing democracies ”to reform the systems we have, to modernize them, to 
point toward the future. […] Every society that has long been wealthy, since the Sumerians 8,000 years ago, built systems 
to spread the wealth. Once having achieved success, human nature took over, and people who ran those systems, 
whether they were government systems or private systems, became more interested in holding onto present gains than 
creating a future.” Therefore, President Clinton emphasized the importance of the Center for Global Dialogue and 
Cooperation to tackle global as well as regional problems. ”And in a world like this, if you can’t escape each other, the 
only future that makes sense is one of shared responsibilities, shared prosperity, shared opportunity, a shared sense of 
community across all diversities within our societies. You have to work for that sort of shared prosperity.”

Each country, be it a developed country like France, Germany, the States, be it a up-coming country like Brazil, 
India, China or be it a country at the beginning of the development, have to face their challenges and each country 
has, depending on their developing level, different challenges.

President Clinton also reminded the audience, ”If you just look around the room today, think about what we are taking 
for granted. […] But you’d be surprised if these things failed, or if the climate controls failed. You know you can have clean 
glasses of water, or if you get totally bored with my speech you can excuse yourself and go to the restroom. I spent a lot of 
my life in places where people cannot take any of this for granted.” He gave the example of a climate change program 
in Tanzania, a very poor country where cost of living is under a dollar a day. There he met farmers in Malawi that 
took part in an agricultural reform and he was talking to the spokeswoman of the farmers who raised her yearly 
income from $ 80 to $ 400 a year and made her, in her point of view, a middle class woman who finally could afford 
to send her child to school.
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Speaker
Hartmut Beyer
City Challenge, President & Chief Executive Officer

quotes

”The world is in the lead of the development of new technologies but we 
are only at the beginning of a new era.”

”It is a great importance to us to participate in this development by giving 
the industry an opportunity to test new technologies such as electric 
vehicles, and promote this to the public and the cities.”

”We would like to bring the responsible politicians and industry together 
to discuss this great opportunity to move to a new era of private public 
transportation. We are starting this year with GT 3 cars most likely 
change into electrical cars in 2014. It’s once in a life time opportunity for 
the industry to promote new technology and products with our platform.”

Speaker
Uwe Dreher
BMW Group, BMW i Brand Management

quotes

”The customer who decides to buy a sustainable product, they think about 
how these people produce the car. So it is not just about launching a new 
electric car, it is the question where is it been produced, how is it been 
produced or where the electricity is coming from to produce this car.”

”When it comes to the mobility of the future and electric cars you have 
to change the way you build them. The weight of the car is like the key 
factor. The heavier the cars are, the less range you have, and they are 
not attractive for your customers. Our engineers come up with all new 
materials: it’s carbon fiber and for the first time we will produce, as the 
first car manufacturer on earth, mass production cars made of carbon 
fiber. The weight advantage is pretty incredible because carbon fiber 
is 50% lighter than steel and even 30% lighter than aluminum. You can 
imagine that a car with a heavy battery you have to carry to drive, you 
have to get rid of the weight as much as possible.”

Sponsor speeches City Challenge & BMW Group speeches Impressions
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Panel Leader
Slavtcho Neykov
Energy Community Secretariat, Director

Quotes

”Access to energy might be and should be considered also as a human right. 
At the same time noting the fact that energy is a mighty tool in the area of 
politics, one should not recall that at the end of the day politicians work and 
should work for the sake of the everyday citizen.”

”So there is a possibility to target to a maximum extent these issues 
throughout the world but with particular thought to these more than 1.3 
billion people who do not have access to electricity, and I think that this is 
not an issue only of national governments – it’s a world issue.”

Panel Speaker
H.E. Vladimir Kavaric
Minister of Economy, Montenegro

quotes

”Following the act of developments under the pressure of the civil society 
rather than taking measures with long lasting effect is unfortunately 
still reality. Especially when matching the link between the market 
developments in the energy field and the social consequences.”

”I would like to emphasize that there is hardly another economic sector than 
energy which requires so much that the developments are transparent. 
And this refers not only to the work of the politician but also to businesses 
I have already referred to. It is the practical terms of the requirement to all 
governmental institutions, to the work of all the social partners and last but 
not least, to the cooperation among all these players.”

Panel 1 - Summary
by Slavtcho Neykov
Energy Community Secretariat, Director

The first panel of the CDCG Meeting 2012, focusing on the energy trends in the context of the social development, 
emphasized on the role of the overall political and policy framework in relation to the social dimension of the 
market reforms in the energy field. Thus, the speakers recalled the need to provide adequate match between the 
necessity of market developments, supporting investments and thus energy security on the one side, and the care 
of those for whom the price of the reforms is too high and therefore hardly affordable. 

Although the panelists represented different stakeholders (parliaments, governments, international 
organizations, the business community), no particular differences in the understanding about the interdependence 
between adequate economic developments and the protection of the vulnerable people in the energy field was 
noted. In parallel, there was general agreement that the energy related developments worldwide follow very 
specific trends, which have drastically changed within the last twenty years.

On this ground, the speakers as well as the participants in the conference who took active part in the debate, 
outlined several major points in relation to the topic, emphasizing on the following:

The role and respectively the responsibility of the politicians as to provide the necessary balance between 
reforms and social protection is increasing. Although energy prices go up, energy security continues to be on the 
top of politicians’ agenda as it is clear that the energy security is a key prerequisite for political and economic 
stability. Therefore, politicians are expected to have much more pro-active position, taking preventive measures 
with long lasting effect, rather than following ad hoc developments under the pressure of the civil society;

The role of the business for providing energy security and thus influencing the political and economic 
stability is crucial. Therefore, the business is in its right to expect respective stimuli for developing and improving 
the energy sector as investing in the energy field is very specific – long-term planning and enormous funds are 
necessary; in parallel, as the sector often presupposes monopoly situation, the list of requirements to be met is 
increasing. Certainly, the relevant developments should be along the established rules. And last but not least – 
the work of the business is directly visible via the prices, which is a very sensitive issue in the energy field;

Due to the above mentioned reasons, concerning the influence of the energy sector developments on the 
civil society as a whole as a result of investment scale, prices etc., adequate social developments presuppose 
much stronger cooperation between all social partners. This is particularly relevant to the issue of transparency 
as a format for more visibility of all aspects concerning the energy sector developments. However, maximum 
transparency is expected not only from the side of the state institutions and the respective companies, but also 
via more active involvement of all interested stakeholders on national and regional level in the relevant social 
debate – it was recalled that in the energy context these interests cover a wide range of issues – financial, social, 
environmental, demographic etc., which demand more transparency at all levels.

In summary, the panel concluded that the developments in the energy sector should be based on the search of a 
balance between the interests of the society and of the individual, as this balance is a key element of the social 
contract. The participants also noted the importance of paying due attention to the realities, concerning the energy 
developments, as well as of the need to look for best governance approach under these realities in favour of the 
people. There was common understanding that this presupposes realism in assessing the energy trends. Such a 
realism demands provision of affordable and secure energy supply on the one side, fair treatment of investors and 
consumers on the other as well as adequate mechanisms for social protection to those, who really need it.
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Panel Speaker
Giles Chichester
Member of the European Parliament
European Energy Forum, President

quotes

”We are consuming more and more energy overall. Within that basic trend 
the relative proportions consumed have changed. The world has switched 
relatively speaking from oil to electricity as the one has become more 
expensive and the other is more convenient to the world of machines run by 
electricity not steam or patrol.”

”The long-term trend in energy demand can only go up as the population 
of the world grows and standards of living rise to increase people’s 
expectations. This will be manageable for those countries and people who 
can afford the increased costs, but it brings me to the context to social 
development and the have-nots of the world, I mean, in energy poverty 
and in a number of ways to define this condition. The most obvious is the 
number of people without electricity.”

Panel Speaker
Mauro Hoyer
OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID), 
Director of Information

quotes

”Energy poverty can be defined as the lack of adequate, accessible and 
affordable energy to promote economic growth and certify basic human 
needs. Unfortunately, as we mentioned before, energy poverty statistics 
worldwide are inexcusable.”

”We all know that widespread use of biomass is the major cause of 
deforestation. Less known perhaps it is that it is also the major cause 
of health problems. Over 1.6 million deaths every year are due to the 
respiratory diseases caused by biomass fuels. This is more than the 
number combined of malaria and tuberculosis put together.”

Panel Speaker
Anatoly Karpov
1st Deputy Chairman, State Duma Committee for Natural Resources, 
Environment and Ecology

quotes

”The most important issue is that energy floating in the biospheres is more 
and more locked by the human requirements. Apart from that the supplies 
of non-renewable energy are spent here and now, while economic logic 
prevents a global transmission to the renewable energy supplies.”

”Understanding the importance of the ecology leads to setting up a 
new ecological economy and according to it we should not only take the 
environment exploration expenses into account, but also the expenses for 
its protection and atmosphere recovery. We should pay attention not only to 
the profitability and productivity, but also to the ecological safety.”

Panel Speaker
Emmanuel Limido
Centuria Capital, Chairman 
World Institute for Renewable Energy-WIRE, Founding Partner

quotes

”Access to energy, electricity power is a human right, but unlike most of 
human rights unfortunately it is not a natural one, its one which needs to be 
financed, and sources of financing are not always easy to identify and not 
easy to mobilize.”

”To provide energy and power to populations which are in difficult locations 
indeed requires a very strong political commitment, also requires very 
strong financing, and the public financing – which is an absolute need – is 
unfortunately not sufficient, and the recent developments on the global 
world economy are rather aggravating the case, and therefore increasing 
the need for private money to be able to join in public support to provide the 
world populations with this human right.”

Panel 1 Summary & Quotes Panel 1 Summary & Quotes
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Panel 2 - Summary

Panel 2 focused on energy developments and ”Compatibility with Social Expectations, Energy Reforms and 
Public Perceptions.” The focal points of the discussion were built around energy efficiency and public perception, 
specifically the EU policies and the future of the energy market. The participants of the panel discussion addressed 
fundamental questions in relation to the renewable energy developments, consumer benefits and EU Regulations. 
The panel leader Ab Iago and all the panel members agreed that energy efficiency is not yet achieved.

Alberto Pototschnig focused particularly on gas and electricity and spoke about the three pillars of the EU Energy 
Policy, thus mentioning that these pillars – competition, climate change and security supply – pull the prices in 
different directions. Pototschnig mentioned that security of energy supply is not the cheapest option in the short-
term, but reasonably priced option in the medium-term. He also highlighted the importance of the diversification 
of sources and input rules, as well as the internal interdependency and the solidarity problem in regard to this 
vital issue.

Peter Vadasz, the only politician on the panel, shared his successful experience of developing renewable energy 
in his region and stressed the importance of the governmental support in turning to renewable energy. Vadasz 
mentioned that the research plays a key role in the energy generation and that the future of energy is in the mix 
of various sources. Renewable energy development is a win-win situation for communities and municipalities, 
continued Vadasz, which will enable to create an economic cycle by producing clean affordable energy.

Elena Rybak drew the attention of the audience to the various stakeholders involved in the energy development, 
highlighting especially the role of the Media and NGOs. She then sketched out the model of a successful country 
and stated that in Germany there are ambitious targets of 80% renewable energies until 2050 from just some 10% 
that they are having in primary energy consumption in 2011. According to Rybak, Germany was the first one to 
introduce hidden tariffs successfully, and their allocated budget for research in the field of renewable energy is 1.3 
billion euro for the coming several years. However, the most surprising in this country is that the population is not 
sensitive to the increase of the electricity values, something not imaginable in Australia where the price concerns 
have reached a level where there is no more tolerance for price increase to pay for renewable energy subsidies. 
During her speech, Elena Rybak talked also about Ukraine, as one of the most energy intensive economies in the 
world, and stressed the importance of huge investments in the field of energy development in the country. Energy 
efficiency and energy sector developments are the tasks of society, and the energy culture and perception must be 
changed in their countries.

Jan Willem Goudriaan had quite a different view in regard to energy developments. Goudriaan spoke against 
austerity policy, arguing that this policy is proving to be non-sustainable and that there are alternatives available. 
He then brought up a number of examples of social movements against the recent reforms. Goudriaan further 
stressed the importance of regulations, which he thinks are directly correlated to stability. According to him, the 
problem is that electricity is sold out as commercial product which is however a governmental responsibility. He 
further highlighted the importance of having social dimension and pointed at the negative consequences of the 
electricity deregulation and advised to move for public service solutions. The speech by Goudriaan was followed 
by the wide-ranging Q&A session discussion, starting with the definition of demand-side management to the 
importance of renewable energy and field investment. The Q&A also included debates about the new piece of 
European Regulation to monitor energy markets and internal energy market that can ensure confidence both for 
consumers and for market participants, and the importance of powerful regulators for creating internal market.

Panel Leader
Dafydd ab Iago
Argus Media, Journalist

quotes

”In Europe we are spending around 300 billion in inputs of energy, oil, gas 
or whatever it is. In Güssing, they have that same problem, ok it was a small 
scale of a small municipality of 27 thousand, but they were loose spending 
so much money on energy. [Güssing] was turning to renewable, turning to 
self-sufficiency and using that to drive the city to turn it around.”

”So, at the moment, most consumers are not exposed to higher prices and 
not exposed to prices at all. I mean they have a tariff, sometimes this tariff 
is indexed, but they only see at the end of the month or the two months 
what has happened. Why not trying to change and why not trying to do even 
better because, as I have mentioned with a massive increase of renewables 
we need to assist them and make them able to react in a much quicker way 
then we are used to.”

Panel Speaker
Jan Willem Goudriaan
European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU),  
Deputy General Secretary 

quotes

”It is important that social dimension is also recognized by the European 
Commission, because the electricity prices, as have been mentioned 
will increase, they will go up. On the trade union side we see the energy 
transition as being part of a more general transition.”

”The alternative view to that is that a dysfunctional market can impose 
infinitely more harm to consumers than regulators on their worst day and 
that’s the view of the Consumers Federation of America and a few intents to 
share. I think the problem is in the fact that electricity is tried to be sold as 
washing powder.”
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Panel Speaker
Alberto Pototschnig
Agency for Cooperation of the Energy Regulators – ACER, Director

quotes

”I would like to focus on two aspects: one is perception and the other one 
is expectations, because when it comes to energy regulations, when it 
comes to energy developments, I think, there is first of all a communication 
exercise or effort that we need to put in place, we need to have citizens, 
consumers and citizens understand what’s up, and also manage 
expectations.”

”Renewables are going to be more voluntile, or more intermittent, at least 
some of them. Wind and solar, which are going to play a major role in the 
new scenario, they are intermittent, they are not predictable over long-term 
and there is not much that you can do if there is no wind, or if there is no 
sun.”

Panel Speaker
Peter Vadasz
Mayor of Güssing, Burgenland, Austria

quotes

”Energy is a topic very high on the agenda of many governments across the 
globe today, and although many governments have produced and developed 
energy strategies, when it comes to implementation, you go down again to 
the community and to municipalities.”

”Research plays a key role in the energy generation of our future […] we are 
producing a very, very clean gas from wood, and this stream of gas can be 
diverted to produce electricity to produce synthetic natural gas, as I said 
before, in small quantities it proves that it is possible to produce fuels from 
this wood gas.”

Panel Speaker
Elena RYBAK
EUEA – European-Ukrainian Energy Agency, Director

quotes

”This forum aims at practical support and actions, as we heard this 
morning that organizers are willing to deliver. And there is one thing that 
I do think, that I do hope, most of us will be able to bring back to their own 
countries, is the issue of energy usage is apart from the government policy 
in principal, a very much an individual choice. Attitudes shape the behavior 
but it is ultimately the behavior that affects energy usage.”

”We need to start changing the energy culture and perception; we need to 
encourage the bottom up reform of our economies.”
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Concluding Remarks - Transcript
Dr. Werner Fasslabend
Vice President of the CGDC  
Minister of Defence, Republic of Austria 1990 - 2000

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I do not have the intention to repeat what you have heard already during this day. But I just want to make three 
additional remarks that I think that could be important also in order to sum up this issue of energy and also 
prepare a little bit the issue of democracy.

President Petar Stoyanov started this day with the statement that the world has changed dramatically. And I want 
to add not only since the fall of the Iron Curtain, the breakdown of the Soviet system but already 11 years earlier. 
Sometimes we forget that already in December 1978 Deng [Xiaoping] in China made his famous report to the 
Politburo where he started the economic reform in China that changed the world in a specific way. It was not 
only reform towards market economy, it was at the same time also the statement that in control of the process 
the Communist Party in China should stay. And if we look now it is a process and we have heard already so much 
about it - the increase of coal production that is more than oil and gas and others combined, but they also changed 
not only the system, the economic system in the world, but also the methods. And what I mean on energy sector 
is for example that up to this date it was clear that there should be a free global world market. Since then we 
have a situation where we also find that tendency of bilateral state treaties on the energy sector with a long-term 
range that maybe can in the longer run limit the perspectives. And if you think just of the fact that up to 2050 the 
population of China and India together combined will just grow in addition to that underworld, you can imagine 
that of course any limitation of global market could be decisive and I think it is important from the strategic aspect 
to look at this phenomenon and also to think it over, try to harmonize it, maybe if it is possible, but anyhow try to 
keep the market, the energy market, the global energy market as a free market. This is something we need for the 
future.

Second: What we should be aware is that energy policy worldwide has become at least to quite some respect 
a result of a bottom-up process. What do I mean? Many phenomena we do see now are not the result and the 
consequence of the policy of states or big actors like big companies of experts or so, but the other result of 
movements that come out of the society. And if you look just to two phenomena: on the one side as it was called 
today the hysteric reaction on the nuclear side after Fukushima in some country – I do not mention specific names. 
You can agree with it but you have to admit this was the result of people’s movement, of people’s tendency, of 
people’s attitude towards this nuclear power out of fear, out of angst. But you have to be aware that emotions, that 
feelings are important and they can also decide on politics and that our energy politics, our energy policy is at 
least partly also steered by such phenomena that come from the bottom-up. And it is not only on the nuclear side 

but also on the renewable side, of course it is. What we have to take as a consequence that this is a fact and that 
we have to look at the society as a whole also on energy politics to take society seriously, to try with information, 
with public discussion and with public leadership to get it into the right direction. Don’t leave energy policy just to 
some NGOs, but give it to the politicians, but also make them sure that they have to lead and they have to lead it 
in a responsible way into the right direction. It’s necessary to be aware of it. It’s not the big companies anymore 
and it’s not a few groups of exports that can decide over the policy. It’s coming from the people and this is very 
important also for the future. 

Third: If you want to meet supply and demand, then we probably need two tendencies in the future: In a specific 
way, we need more centralization for example for continental or intercontinental energy transport structures. 
This will be necessary. We need maybe continental markets in Europe, we certainly have a need of more Europe 
on the energy sector. I do not think that with 27 or 28 national politics this will find a good end. Of course we need a 
specific sort of centralization and on the other hand what we certainly will need is a tendency of decentral energy 
– supply of decentralization. If you look back at this map Mr. Chichester has presented us about Africa, about the 
fact that in many countries more than 75% or more than 50% of the people do not have electricity …

I am also engaged in Africa and I can tell you: You will never be able to bring enough energy to the different villages 
all over this huge continent and the same in South America, the same in many Asian countries with a centralized 
system. What we have to build up is decentralized system where you can bring energy supply closer to the people 
and therefore I also think that it was a really good example even if you cannot compare the situation in Güssing 
with some African situation, but you can find ways to do it. 

And so far I think we should not only look at the prices, we should not only look at the amount of increasing energy 
demand, but we also should look at strategic questions and start strategic dimensions: is this free global market? 
Is this looking at the people, at energy policy that derives from the feeling, from the emotions of people, and also 
the task to steer the people, to steer the policy, politicians cannot get out of their responsibility they have to steer 
and third -it would be necessary also to overthink whether there is just one method where we can bring enough 
supply to the people. I do not think so, it will be a double strategy with more centralization on the one side and de- 
centralization on the other side.

So I will come to my end: Thank you very much for your attention and in the name of Petar Stoyanov and the whole 
team of our organization. I am looking forward to meeting you at 8 pm for dinner and I hope you will also find some 
time in between to appreciate a little bit from this wonderful city. 

Thank you very much, and see you later!
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Panel 3 - Summary
by Hans Demmel
n-tv, CEO

The morning panel ”Democracy versus Economic Power” attracted nearly all of the registered participants. The 
key questions were: ”What is the role of media?” and ”Does the financial world endanger the neck of democratic 
systems?”

There were a lot of different angles that were explored and brought forward from a very diversified panel: two 
politicians: H.E. Ilir Meta, former Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, and Duma Boko, opposition leader of 
Botswana, two representatives of the international media world, Begümhan Dogan, Chairwoman of the Turkish 
Dogan Holding, and Ingrid Deltenre, Director General of the European Broadcasting Union. These four were 
flanked by Dr. Claus Raidl, President of the ”Oesterreichische Nationalbank” and Gail Romero, an American 
consultant for NGOs and CEO of MBA Women International.

With Hans Demmel, Managing Director of the German news-channel n-tv as host, it became clear relatively 
quickly, how important and critical democratic oriented, uncontrolled media are for a developing democratic 
system on the one side, and how difficult it can be to report from the focal points of transformations in countries 
like Libya and Syria. All the panelists agreed, that democracy and journalism are two sides of one medal, or in 
other words: they should be inseparable like Siamese twins. Begümhan Dogan emphasized that free media cannot 
threat democracy as long as ground rules, a code of conduct, and the rule of law apply to all citizens.

Talking about the options of reporting and exchange of information enabled by new media channels like Twitter, 
Youtube, or the new technological possiblities smart phone videos offer, Ingrid Deltenre made clear, that it can 
be a great help seeking the truth in countries like Syria at the moment, but there is a risk evident that this kind 
of videos are used as propaganda, no matter from whose point of view, and have to be strictly controlled and 
validated by the free foreign press. 

The second important question in the discussion was whether the demands of the financial markets can strangle 
democracies per se. In 2011, two democratically elected leaders in Europe, Berlusconi and Papandreou, had to 
be replaced by technocrats, deemed more capable of handling the economic crisis in their countries. Looking 
forward to the further development of Greece, the panel members expected all upcoming frontlines between the 
short-term needs of the population, expressed by the result of elections and a long-term needs, asked for by the 
financial markets.

Another important topic was stressed by several panel members, initiated by Dr. Raidl: the issue of corruption that 
is highly endangering successful economies. This is also fostered by the tight linkage of politicians, entrepreneurs 
and media. H.E. Ilir Meta prompted that the real economic power of a country should be the prosperity of its citizen 
however the political power and therefore also the governing power comes from big businesses and ruling elites. 
The consolidation of free markets and growth of big businesses has witnessed in the recent Western Balkan 
history friction between the power of money and the pressure of dominance over political decision-makers. 

Dr. Raidl underlined that in some countries like Austria or Germany, the election system itself should be thought 
over as parties are elected and not people who represent the opinion of the voters in the parliament and therefore 
opinions of the parties count and not the representatives input. Also Duma Boko pointed out that voters asked 
themselves how the democracy they are living in transformed their life for good. These are serious questions and 
if they fail to be answered, voters lose faith and confidence in the structures of democracy. As seen in the Arab 
Spring, if governments do not pay attention to this long unheard voices and do not find solutions to the problems of 
the people, a revolution is nearly inevitable.

Panel Leader
Hans Demmel
n-tv, CEO

Quote

”And now let’s make a huge jump, not even geographically, to the Maghreb 
states, to the Arabian Spring, what have we seen there, what has fueled 
these liberation movements? Was it the wish for democracy? Yes, but wasn’t 
it also the huge unemployment rates that we’ve seen there, especially 
among young people? Is this really what we talk about? Dictatorship is cruel 
in these countries, and what we know and what we see, what we can follow 
now, is Syria: people who are fighting and people who are willing to die for 
freedom, for freedom of speech, for democracy. Is it hope? Is it desperation, 
what brings them forward to ask for democracy, to postulate it? And what’s 
the role of media in it? (…) Was the Arab Spring a Facebook revolution? Was 
it the new media, social media that played an important role there? Or was 
it more people’s revolution and all this new media were tools to connect 
them?”

Panel Speaker
H.E. Ilir Meta
Member of the Albanian Parliament
Prime Minister, Republic of Albania, 1999 - 2002
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 2009 - 2011

Quotes

”Albania and other Western Balkan countries have witnessed an immense 
positive transformation, as they are all presently engaged in the pre-
accession process with the European Union. EU integration is based 
upon strict conditions of democratic changes, and we have seen how the 
strengthening of democracy has brought a wider prosperity for our citizens 
and more economic power for each of our countries. The challenge for us all 
today is how to sustain our growth performance, and I’m convinced that this 
is a common shared goal with our European partners.”

”Nevertheless, this overall progress [of Western Balkan countries], the 
consolidation of the free market, the growth of big business, has witnessed 
friction between this power of money and the pressure of dominance over 
the political decision-makers.”
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Panel Speaker
Begümhan Dogan Faralyali
Dogan Holding, Chairwoman

Quote

”Another important factor media can have, is through entertainment 
TV. Because recently in the last couple of years, in these Arab countries 
[referring to the Maghreb countries], the Turkish series are very, very 
popular; and in these Turkish series of course they see different lives, 
different type of, you know women are very suppressed in Arab countries, 
they see strong woman leadership examples, women are out there working 
by themselves etc. and all these inspire the women in the Arab world 
and the population in the Arab world to start asking for change. I have 
been contacted by many women organizations asking us to do more TV 
productions.”

Panel Speaker
Dr. Claus J. Raidl
Oesterreichische Nationalbank, President

Quotes

”Democracy and politicians are really challenged to show who decides. Who 
decides? Are the politicians still able to decide how the country is being 
run; […] or do, […] private interest groups decide on that? Or do we have a 
democracy for the elites? Not for the people, but for the elites.”

”I mean, in many countries […] a lot of politicians do not ask themselves 
what’s good for the country; they ask themselves what’s the headline 
tomorrow in the newspaper?! […] And this, I think, is the biggest threat in 
a democratic process, when the politicians don’t ask themselves what’s 
good for them who elected me, but what’s good for me to stay in power, and 
the instrument that helps me to stay in power are the newspapers, or TV 
stations, or talk shows, all those things we see 24 hours a day. And this, I 
think, we should try to discuss more deeply.”

Panel Speaker
Duma Gideon BOKO
President of the Botswana National Front

Quote

”It is important to understand what role the developed democracies 
can play in ensuring that democracy takes route in some of the less 
developed countries and places of the world. And so it is a challenge to 
this organization to ensure just as when the alarm bells ring in Syria, and 
when they rang in Libya, the international community was mobilized, they 
intervened, in some instances decisively, in other instances less decisively 
than in others. 
But the critical point is when they get mobilized, they try and find the 
alternative voice in the particular country or community, they find the 
opposition. And I’m the trumpet voice of that African opposition that seeks 
to be found, that seeks to be nurtured, that seeks to be supported, in order 
to enhance accountability on the African continent; and in order to ensure 
the re-energization of democracy in Africa and, indeed, the world.”

Panel Speaker
Ingrid DELTENRE
European Broadcasting Union (EBU), Director General

Quotes

”Sustainable economic power and wealth, not only for a small elite on 
the top, but for the majority of the people are always build on education, 
innovation, and on hard work.”

”To educate well, you need to open the gates of knowledge beyond your 
own borders. To create innovation, you have to allow that everything is 
questioned, including yourself. You have to allow that people think out of 
their box, and above all, that they make mistakes. To be willing to work hard, 
you have to have the opportunity for a fair reward, a reward that is based 
on your own achievements and actions, instead of just the protectionism 
by those who hold power. It is democracies which allow and foster these 
qualities.”
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Panel Speaker
Gail M. ROMERO
MBA Women International, CEO

Quotes

”This is about the future. We heard about the way things are today, we 
have the questions about what happens tomorrow. I believe that if we have 
the right leadership that we will make a difference. And again it is the 
responsibility of democracy, and it is the responsibility of economic power.”

”So today, and this is our first, I guess, announcement to the press and 
everyone else, we have made a commitment, not only to the Center for 
Global Dialogue and Cooperation, but to the world, that we are going to be 
starting a Leadership Academy for Women.”
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Democracy Day
Panel 4 - Summary
”Global CHALLENGES OF Democratic 
LEADERSHIP IN THE 21st CENTURY”
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Panel 4 - Summary

The last session of the CGDC Meeting 2012 “Dialogue and Cooperation for Change” was, as Ali Aslan, the panel 
leader mentioned, if not the most important than certainly the most high-ranking panel that featured renowned 
officials. At this session, entitled “Global Challenges of Democratic Leadership in the 21st Century”, panel 
members convened to talk about various aspects of democracy, power, and leadership. 

The discussion topics centered on challenges that newly formed countries meet on their path to democracy. All 
the panel members highlighted the crucial role of the leader in establishing a working democracy. In this regard, 
H.E. Mimoza Kusari- Lila shared her views and experiences as a Deputy Prime Minister of a newly formed country. 
Along with hardships and constraints such as limited recognition of the state and certain EU rules that her country 
is currently facing, Kosovo is a success story with tremendous economic growth registered for the past five years.

The panelists involved in an interesting discussion and exchanged ideas about democratic principles, and the 
role of the global leadership in the 21st Century in general, and then gave in-depth analyses of challenges of the 
transitional period in different countries. Prime Minister Dr. Tsvangirai brought forward an interesting argument 
regarding the difference between freedom and being independent. He noted that democracy means elections, 
but having elections is not the same as building democratic institutions and in Zimbabwe they have never been 
free and fair. Dr. Tsvangirai identified some obstacles to the fair elections: these being the lack of free media, civil 
society, and the use of party institutions. Professor Abdul Latif Al Meer agreed with Prime Minister Tsvangirai 
that building appropriate institutions are essential for democracy and mentioned the achievements of the State of 
Qatar in this respect. 

President Stoyanov then made an interesting remark concerning the phenomenon of “political marketing” and the 
negative influence of the PR agencies in established democracies with free and fair elections. In the near future 
the world leaders will be elected not because of their intellectual capacity, but because of the ability to be ‘well- 
packed’ and ‘sold politically’ as the President noted. However, for building a real democracy, as he mentioned, it 
is very important that the leaders leave the political stage on time and this was also an issue that Dr. Tvsangirai 
hoped that President Mugabe will consider.

General Wesley Clark added public opinion formations to the cornerstones of democracy and concerning the 
disputable question whether leadership can be taught. General Clark agreed that leadership can be taught 
and that future leaders should feel the inclination towards becoming leaders. The discussion also involved the 
current complicated developments in Syria. The situation is very tough and General Wesley Clark believes that the 
constructive steps for the moment being are the protection of the refugees, giving the matter greater publicity, 
and promoting the emergence of the legitimate Syrian opposition.

The session provided a challenging opportunity to hear the views of various influential individuals particularly at 
this crucial moment when democracy building and global leadership are taking new shapes which was followed by 
a number of questions by the curious audience. Once again the panel members assured that the rule of law and a 
strong political leader can break the vicious cycle of the broken system, and as Professor Al Meer mentioned that 
the youth is the future, which has the power of technology like Facebook, or Twitter, that enables a better flow of 
information around the world and help form a system that would change the people. To the question whether there 
is contribution coming from the women during the transformation process, H.E. Mimoza Kusari-Lila brought the 
example of her own country as an excellent model of women representation and engagement in politics. Moreover, 
she noted, that in the post-conflict-societies women emerge stronger. Ali Aslan thanked everybody and closed 
the discussion by mentioning once again that leadership takes courage and courage is something that all five 
panelists have exemplified and demonstrated on a daily basis.

Panel Leader
Ali Aslan
Deutsche Welle TV, Host of the international talk-show ”Quadriga”

Quotes

”The second day, as you all know, is going to focus on democracy. And it’s 
a term, as you know, that couldn’t be more ambiguous and general, but we 
will try to dissect […] what it’s all about, both on the political, but also of 
course these days, no doubt, on the economic level.”

”I think if we take one thing away here, that we can all agree on […] certainly 
the value that all five here on the panel exemplify: leadership takes 
courage.”

Panel Speaker
H.E. Petar Stoyanov
President of the CGDC
President of the Republic of Bulgaria 1997 - 2002

Quotes

”Now we are facing a lot of serious challenges, not only financial 
challenges. Now we are facing a lot of problems regarding the very core 
of democracy. I think that the most dangerous phenomenon is that we are 
witnessing a growing lack, not only in the politicians, but in the political and 
economic elites, too, which could become very dangerous.”

”Is it possible, however, this is the question, for the voters to make a wrong 
choice, or at least not the best one, even when they vote in elections which 
are fair and not manipulated? Unfortunately, the answer today is yes. This 
is because quite often the battle is not between the political candidates 
themselves, and between their ideas, but between their huge and highly-
paid PR agencies.”
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Panel Speaker
R.H. Dr. Morgan Richard Tsvangirai
Prime Minister of the Republic of Zimbabwe

Quotes

”But one of the fundamental issues that, I think, Africa has realized was: 
there was a difference between being independent and being free.”

”Yes, you can elect, but elections alone have their limitations. Because 
having elections is not the same as building democratic institutions to 
sustain that democracy.”

”You don’t get legitimacy from outside. You get legitimacy from your 
own people.”

Panel Speaker
H.E. Mimoza Kusari-Lila
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Trade and Industry

Quotes

”Once the freedom is there like [in the case of] Kosovo in [19]99, then the 
democratic process of building the state and the role of local leadership is 
crucial, and often international organizations who are part of the solution, 
become now part of the problem by not empowering a lot of the local 
leadership, trying to find the solution elsewhere.”

”It’s also a challenge for countries that are in process of being built to 
actually take leadership, local leadership, and to show to the internationals 
that we take the leadership, we take the responsibility and accountability. 
And not always others who were bigger and stronger than us can make 
better decisions for us.”

Panel Speaker
Prof. Abdul Latif Al Meer
Chairman of ICQ 
Vice Chairman of Sidra Takaful

Quotes

”I believe, when you explain democracy; democracy to many of us means 
different things – is it fairness, is it rule of majority, is it rights, […] is it 
culture, is it ethnicity, […]. I think in my country, we believe that we need 
to, first, build institutions that will make democracy accessible or let’s say 
affordable for more integrating than just impose democracy on a nation 
who doesn’t understand what their rights are before they can accept their 
responsibility.”

”I don’t know […] what comes from the Arab Spring. Some countries will 
have constitutional democracy, some countries will have republican, but 
with multi-parties and the issues have been in our part of the world is we’ve 
had multi-parties, but they’d be sectarian parties, they’d be ethnic parties, 
[…] we’ve never had parties that are diverse in its composition from people 
to ethnicity to culture.”

Panel Speaker
General Wesley K. Clark
Supreme Allied Commander Europe of NATO 1997 - 2000 
CGDC International Honorary Board Member

Quotes

”Sometimes in democracy, because you’re dealing with public opinion, 
things have to become so bold and so open, before action can be taken, that 
a lot of people suffer. And you wish you could take action more quickly, but 
you have to give time for public opinion to form. That’s the way democracies 
operate.”

”Yes we should be training leaders, and yes these leaders are going to 
come forward, and yes you’ve got to have a democracy. And there will be 
some people who come forward no matter what the cost because they have 
passionately believed in things and they want to do something for others.”
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CGDC Award 2012

”ENHANCing MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND DIALOGUE AMONGST 
DIVERSE PEOPLE”

President Bill Clinton
Founder of The William J. Clinton Foundation
42nd President of the United States of America

For his charismatic leadership, feasible efforts to combat poverty, overcome racial, ethnical, and religious 
prejudices as well as his unique ability to encourage trust, promote peace, cooperation and understanding 
throughout the world, Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC was honored to present the CGDC 
Award 2012 for ”Enhancing Mutual Understanding and Dialogue Amongst Diverse People” to 
President Bill Clinton, 42nd President of the United States of America. The CGDC Award was handed over by the 
President of CGDC, Petar Stoyanov, in recognition of President Clinton’s enormous contribution and outstanding 
performance in addressing the challenges of global interdependence.

Quote by President Clinton

”I would like to say that I am deeply honored to get this Award, because it was not only given to me by a friend of mine 
(President Petar Stoyanov), but the person who won it last year (was) - General Wes Clark..”

CGDC Award 2012

”enhancing intercultural dialogue”

Anatoly Karpov
1st Deputy Chairman of the State Duma Committee for Natural Resources, Environment and Ecology
Chess Grandmaster and World Champion

For his dedication and support to humanitarian causes as well as unique intercultural perspectives Center 
for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC proudly presented the CGDC Award 2012 for ”Enhancing 
Intercultural Dialogue” to Chess Grandmaster, politician and ecologist, Anatoly Karpov. The CGDC Award 
was handed over by the CGDC Honorary Board Member General Wesley K. Clark for his outstanding charity works 
and promotion of peace and sustainable development in the world.

Quote by Antoly Karpov

”It is a great honor for me and it is a big pleasure to be here and to share our positive atmosphere, which could be created 
by speakers and participants. I can feel a big difference with many other conferences or meetings, because I could see 
that people here have interesting ideas and they are ready to share these ideas with others and what is really important 
is that people here can listen to other people.”
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CGDC Award 2012

”enhancing social business dialogue”

Prof. Muhammad YUNUS
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Chairman of Yunus Center

Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC proudly awarded Nobel Prize winner, Professor Muhammad 
Yunus, with the CGDC Award 2012 ”Enhancing Social Business Dialogue” for his meritorious contributions 
to cultural and significant public and private endeavors – for creating micro-finance loans in developing countries. 
Hans Reitz, Founder and Managing Director of the Grameen Creative Lab, accepted the CGDC Award on behalf 
of Muhammad Yunus. Vice President of the CGDC, Dr. Werner Fasslabend, presented the Award in recognition of 
Muhammad Yunus’ work to create opportunities for economic and social development with the aim of eliminating 
world poverty. Reitz thanked the founders and presented Professor Yunus’ heartfelt message of gratitude.

Quote by Prof. Muhammad Yunus

”I am very honored to receive this very prestigious Award, Global Dialogue Award, I never thought of receiving this Award 
and now hearing this, I am very excited, very honored. I am extremely sorry that I could not come to be present to receive 
this Award because of the circumstances that I am in. I am very happy particularly because my long time friend President 
Bill Clinton is also receiving the Award. This is very special occasion for me to be on the same side of receiving Award 
and I am very happy that it is happening and this gives recognition to the work with the poor people. [...] Your Award, your 
recognition brings more attention to my work. Thank you very much for giving me this prestigious Award.”

CGDC Award 2012

”enhancing sport in dialogue”

Special Olympics
Timothy P. Shriver, Ph.D.
Chairman of the Board and CEO of Special Olympics

For transforming lives through the joy of sport and for the enormous support and encouragement of disabled 
people Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC presented the CGDC Award 2012 ”Enhancing Sport 
in Dialogue” to Dr. Timothy P. Shriver, Chairman & CEO of Special Olympics. The Vice President of the CGDC, Dr. 
Walter Schwimmer, proudly handed over the CGDC Award to the Special Olympics representatives: President of 
the Special Olympics, Hermann Kröll - President of the Special Olympics, Marc Angelini - Vice President, Oliver 
Sodeik - Special Olympics Monaco and the Gold Medal Winners Isabella Szele and Christian Hofer in recognition of 
Special Olympics’ distinguished work to promote the universal language of sports among people with disabilities.

Quote by Hermann Kröll

”On behalf and in the name of our CEO Dr. Timothy Shriver, we are very proud to take over this highly honored CGDC 
Award. This is a big honor for us all and we will continue the work of Eunice Kennedy Shriver in taking over the 2017 World 
Winter Games in Schladming and Graz, and we will bring these Games in the sense of Global Dialogue and Cooperation 
and inclusion of people with special needs in our country and we want to say thank you to you all.”
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CGDC Award 2012

”Music for dialogue”

SCORPIONS
Rock Band

Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC proudly honored the German rock band ”Scorpions” with the 
CGDC Award 2012 ”Music for Dialogue” for their unique ability to transmit power for change through their 
music and unite people worldwide in their hopes and dreams for the global peace. The CGDC Award was handed 
over by the President of the CGDC, Petar Stoyanov, to the band’s vocalist Klaus Meine for their constant pursuit of 
universal ideals through art and music.

Quote by Klaus Meine

”It is a huge honor to receive this very special award for the Scorpions this evening here in Vienna. [...] When we started 
playing music, we started the global dialogue right there making the decision to sing in English. [...] Who would have 
known that after I wrote ‘Wind of Change’ just a few months later the Berlin Wall would come down and who would have 
known that more than 20 years later this song in East and West would mean so much for so many people. It is still so 
emotional, because it is so very much connected with this historical moment in time. [...] Scorpions always try to build 
bridges with music making the world a better place. And again, I would like to say thank you for this wonderful award and 
we really feel very, very honored.”
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CGDC Meeting 2012 Impressions - May 18
Award Ceremony, Keynote Speech President Clinton and Q&A Session
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Credit Suisse Investment Banking London 
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Markets
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Government of Kosovo 
Minister for Economic Development
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Embassy of the I.R. of Iran in Vienna 
Staff Member

Ibrahim Berisha 
Government of Kosovo 
Advisor for Education, Science and Culture

Dr. Vincenzo Bertucci 
EXEN S.p.A. Consulting & Planning 
President

Hartmut Beyer 
City Challenge 
President and CEO

Radhika Bhushan-Misra 
Sunsara Capital 
Marketing and Research Consultant
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OSCE
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Duma Boko & Co., Botswana Network on Ethics, 
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Managing Partner, Chairman of the BoD

Ognian Bozarov 
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President and Founder
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Cyform Investments Ltd 
CEO

CGDC Founders
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President and Founder of the CGDC 
President of the Republic of Bulgaria 1997 - 2002
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Secretary General and Founder of the CGDC 
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President of Costa Rica from 1994 - 1998

Mikhail S. Gutseriev 
OAO NK ”RussNeft” 
President

Thomas Limberger 
Chairman and CEO of SilverArrow Holdig AG

Jeff Greene 
American Businessman and Entrepreneur

Gerry Van der Sluys 
President of Business Creation 
International Businessman and Entrepreneur

Carmine S. Villani 
President of Europower Renewable Energy (ERE)

Rick Yune 
Businessmann and Actor

Participants

A

Dafydd ab Iago 
Argus Media 
Brussels Correspondent

Dimitar Abadjiev 
Nabucco 
Head of Corporate Affairs Department Austria

Cesar Mba Abogo 
Ministry of Mines, Industry and Energy of 
Equatorial Guinea 
Counselor 

Solmaaz Adeli 
American contralto

Faruk Ajeti 
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in Austria 
Assistant to the Ambassador 

H.E. Abdulhakim A. Al-Eryani 
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen  
Ambassador and Permanent Representative
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E

H.E. William Carlton Eacho III 
Embassy of the USA in Vienna 
United States Ambassador to Austria

Kai Ebel 
RTL  
Moderator

Georg Eckl 
ORF

Ihsan Ekici 
Merhaba Avusturya 
Journalist

Naile Elezi 
Government of Macedonia 
Chief of the Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister

Mehmet Emin 
Avci Ajans 
Journalist

Anke Engel 
Salus Alpha  
Assistant to Chief Investment Officer

Barbara Essig 
APA - Foreign Affairs 
Journalist

Biliana Evtimova 
Financial Supervision Commission 
Head of the PR and Protocol Department

Dr. Hildegund Ewers 
CMF INSTITUTE VIENNA 
Head of the Advanced Training Center

F

Dr. Thomas Falk 
Falk Beratungsgesellschaft mbH 
Owner

Emma Fernandez 
OSCE

Stanislav Filipov 
Sofia Notary Chamber 
Notary

H.E. Prof. Dr. Gjorgji Filipov 
Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia 
Ambassador

Edi Finger 
Orange Film Ball Vienna 
Founder

Dr. Sylvia Freygner 
LL.M. SYLVIAFREYGNER 
Lawyer, Registered Mediator 

Henrik Frischgesell 
City Challenge 
Architect, High Society Interior Designer

G

Nigel Galbraith 
Rutherford Group 
Partner; RISC Special Projects

Michael Galibov 
Trialog-Institut 
Director

Milka Gancheva 
TV Europe 
Journalist

Edmond Gashi 
Government of Kosovo Office of Deputy PM 
Senior Political Advisor

Michael Gehrke 
SCORPIONS 
Jazz-Club-Initiator

Ralf Gjoni 
Socialist Movement for Integration 
International Secretary

Prof. Dr. Harvey Goldstein 
MODUL University Vienna 
Dean MBA in Public Governance and Management

Vesna Bracanovic 
Government of Montenegro, Ministry of Economy 
Advisor to the Minister Kavaric

Prof. Dr. Hermann Bühlbecker 
Lambertz Group 
Owner, Honorary Consul of Côte d'Ivoire

H.E. Bujar Bukoshi, M.D., Ph.D. 
Government of Kosovo 
Deputy Prime Minister

Dr. Dirk Buschle 
Energy Community Secretariat (ECS) 
Legal Counsel and Deputy Director

Dr. Erhard Busek 
Southeast European Cooperative Initiative; 
Former Vice Chancellor, Coordinator of SECI, 
IDM - Chairman

C

Dr.h.c Andreas M. Camenzind 
Investments – Hungary

Giles Chichester 
Member of the European Parliament 
European Energy Forum, President

Alexandru Chiciu 
Law Firm ”Alexandru Chiciu” 
Lawyer

Judy Churchill 
Language Consulting Services LCS 
Director

Mamadou Ciss 
Alliance Commodities SA 
President

Mag. Denis Coragic 
Trilenium Consulting 
Manager for Strategic Energy Investments

Dr. Nihad Coragic 
Trilenium Consulting 
Senior Consultant

Mag. Katharina Cortolezis-Schlager 
Austrian Parliament OEVP 
Member of Parliament

D

Diana De Vaskevica 
Real Estate Expert

DI Karl Deininger 
IMAP Level Five M&A Advisors GmbH 
Senior Transaction Advisor 

Ingrid Deltenre 
European Broadcasting Union (EBU) 
General Director

Hans Demmel 
n-tv 
Chief Executive Officer

Cathy Desaunois 
CD Communications 
Founder and CEO

Lazim Destani 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Kosovo 
External Political Advisor to the Minister

Bernd Doepke 
BMW Group 
Vice President Corporate, Direct & Special Sales

Begümhan Dogan Faralyali 
Dogan Holding 
Chairwoman

Mag. Georg Dox 
ORF ZiB 
Editor

Uwe Dreher 
BMW Group 
BMW i Brand Management
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Clive Golt 
Government of Gibraltar 
Media Director

Alicia Gomez 
OSCE

Gabi Gottschalk 
BMW Group 
VIP Key Account Management

Jan Willem Goudriaan 
European Federation of Public Service Unions 
Deputy Secretary General

Maurits Groen 
MGMC 
Director

Prof. Dr. Andreas Gruenbichler 
Bausparkasse Wüstenrot AG 
Board Member

H

Dr. Alain Hamer 
BMW Group 
International Corporate Direct & Special Sales

Paul Henry Harrison 
Magrel Mining 
Managing Director 

Dietrich Herzog 
Solar Power Partners 
Executive Director

Christian Hofer 
Special Olympics 
Gold Medalist

Thomas Hofstätter 
BMW Wien / MINI Wien  
Head of Customer Orientation and Aftersales

Christopher J. Hoh 
Embassy of the United States of America in Vienna 
Deputy Chief of Mission

Linda Holztrattner 
Alcatel Lucent 
Executive Assistant 

Mauro Hoyer 
OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) 
Department of Information 
Director

Dr. Ingo Hueck 
Strategic Link & Partners 
Managing Partner

I

Dorin Iacob 
Proactiv Global 
President

H.E. Iulian Iancu 
Government of Romania - MP 
Chairman of Industry

Dipl. Eng. Ilia Iliev 
Actavis AD 
Representative

Arta Istrefi 
Government of the Republic of Kosovo, 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Media Advisor / Spokesperson

J

Robert Jabbour 
Iaea - International Atomic Energy Agency

Mag.Dr. Ana Jakil 
Austrian Federal Chancellery

Philipp-Moritz Jenne 
Associated Press 
Video Journalist 

K

Dr. Timea Kalmar 
Lawyer

Dr. Alexander Karakas 
Divania Strategy Consultants 
Managing Director

H.E. Anatoly Karpov 
State Duma Committee for Natural Resources, 
Environment and Ecology 
1st Deputy Chairman

H.E. Vladimir Kavaric 
Government of Montenegro 
Minister of Economy

Dr. Srgjan Kerim 
Council of the Presidents of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations 
President of the 62nd Session of the United Nations 
General Assemly

Christoph Kerres 
Kerres & Partners 
Attorney-at-Law

H.E. Kamal M. Khalfan 
Sultanate of Oman in Zimbabwe 
Honorary Consul

Dr. Nikolai Khlebnikov 
IAEA - International Atomic Energy Agency 
Division of Technical Support 
Director

Willi Kienzle 
Tussonia 
President and CEO

Lyazzat Ketebaevich Kiinov 
NC ”KazMunayGas” JSC 
Chairman of Board

H.E. Dr. Sabri Kiqmari 
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in Austria 
Ambassador

H.E. Arman Kirakossian 
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia in Austria 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative

Dr. Andrey Kireenkov 
Embassy of the Russian Federation in Austria 
Second Secretary

Erhard Kirsch 
BMW Group München 
Head of VIP Management

Iztok Klancnik, MBA 
Hewlett-Packard Slovenia 
Managing Director

D.I. Edith Klauser 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment & Water Management, Agriculture 
and Nutrition 
Head of Department

Susann KLippel 
CIRC 
Senior Project Manager

Matthias Kohlbecker 
Kohlbecker Gesamtplan GmbH 
President

Mag. Vladislav Kolev 
GMC Handelsges.m.b.H. 
Director

Gabor Kovacs 
Bankar Holding 
Chief Executive

Yury Kozlov 
ITAR-TASS 
Correspondent in Vienna

Friedrich Kretzer 
OEKO Media

Hermann Kröll 
Special Olympics 
President
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Neven Kulenovic 
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Austria 
Minister-Counselor

Arban Kurtishi 
nd Capital AG 
Managing Director

H.E. Mimoza Kusari-Lila 
Government of the Republic of Kosovo 
Deputy Prime Minister  
Minister of Trade and Industry

KommRat Nabil R. Kuzbari 
Vimpex 
President and CEO

L

Heinz Lackner 
Topazmedia GmbH 
Chief Editor

Anthony Larry 
n-tv

Frauke Landi 
Milestone GRP 
Managing Partner

Dr. Peter Lange, MBA 
LPP Lange, Piech+ Partner GmbH 
CEO

Andreas Nikolaus (Niki) Lauda 
Niki Luftfahrt GmbH 
Aviation Entrepreneur

Gilbert Licudi, QC MP 
HM Government of Gibraltar 
Minister for Education, Financial Services, 
Gaming, Telecommunications and Justice

Petru Lificiu, PhD 
The Romanian Government; 
Romanian Energy Regulatory Authority 
President

Emmanuel Limido 
Centuria Capital, 
World Institute for Renewable Energy-WIRE 
Chairman and Founding Partner

Linda Lockhart 
Global Give Back Circle 
Founder and Managing Director

Raphael Loskot 
Special Olympics Austria 
Marketing Manager

Markus Luckensteiner, MSc 
MODUL University Vienna 
MBA Marketing Manager

M

Jacob Mafume 
Government of Zimbabwe 
Principal Director

Clint Magg 
Emotion Management 
Tournament Manager

Dr. Horst Mahr 
Foreign Affairs Association Munich 
Chairman

Dr. Guenter Maier 
MG Energy+ 
Managing Partner

Toby Mansel-Pleydell 
Credit Suisse Securities (Europe) Limited 
Director

Silibaziso Manyonga 
Embassy and Permanent Mission of Republic of 
Zimbabwe 
Counselor

Julia Marangwanda 
Embassy and Permanent Mission of Republic of 
Zimbabwe 
Counselor

James Maridadi 
Government of Zimbabwe Office of the PM 
Director of Protocol

Vesselka Marinova 
PRESA Newspaper 
Correspondent

Zornitsa Markova 
Capital Weekly 
Vienna Correspondent

Franz-Josef Martinz 
MMC Martinz Management Consulting 
Owner and CEO

Dr. Elita Masha 
Infinity MG 
General Manager

Anna Matthews 
The Anna Factor 
Creative Consultant 

Rabbi Levi Matusof 
European Jewish Public Affairs 
Director

Branka Mauhler 
KBC Holding

Stoyan Mavrodiev 
Bulgarian Financial Supervision Commission 
Chairman

Dr. Stephan Mayer-Heinisch 
Austrian Council of Shopping Centers 
Chairman

Mxolisi Mbetse 
UBS Corporate Financial SA 
Chairman

Dr. Vicente Abeso MBUY 
Government of Equatorial Guinea 
General Director of Hydrocarbons at the Ministry 
of Mines, Industry and Energy

 

Klaus Meine 
SCORPIONS 
Vocalist

Fadi Merza 
WKA 
World Champion

H.E. Ilir Meta 
Socialist Movement for Integration-LSI 
Prime Minister of Albania 1999-2002 
Chairman of LSI

Dr. med. Michael Minai-Pour 
Donauspital 
Specialist in Pathology and Cytodiagnosis

H.E. Dr. Vili Minarolli 
Embassy of the Republic of Albania in Austria 
Ambassador

Samantha Mitchell 
Austrian Times 
Journalist

George Claudiu Moloman 
Law Firm ”Alexandru Chiciu” 
Lawyer

Martin Mössmer 
Divania Strategy Consultants 
Head of Communications & Sales

Peter Mueller 
City Challenge 
Photographer

Joseph Mungwari 
Government of Zimbabwe 
Deputy Director

Lazarus K. Muriritirwa 
Government of Zimbabwe Office of the PM 
Principal Director

Lauren Murphy 
European Parliament 
Parliamentary Assistant to Giles Chichster MEP
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H.E. Grace Tsitsi Mutandiro 
Embassy of Zimbabwe 
Ambassador

N

Lilia Nanova 
City Challenge

Ana Nsang Obiang Ndong 
Republic of Ecuatorial Guinea, Ministry of Mine, 
Industry and Energy 
Legal Advisor 

Slavtcho Neykov 
Energy Community Secretariat 
Director

Taizo Nishikawa, PhD 
United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 
Deputy Director-General

Dr. Brian Novack 
Beverly Hills Medical Center 
Owner

Herbert Garikal Nyathi 
Embassy of Zimbabwe 
Counselor

P

Anthony Patwary 
Alliance Commodities S.A 
Managing Director

Tim Penketh 
Milestone GRP 
Managing Partner

Frederick Perneel, MRE 
Immogra Project Development 
Business Manager

Tiffany Persons 
Shine On Sierra Leone 
Founder

Blagoy Pishinov 
met RE Real Estate 
Executive Director

Alberto Pototschnig 
Agency for Cooperation of the Energy Regulators- 
ACER 
Director

Mag. Ing. Oliver Prock 
Salus Alpha 
CEO

Guenter Pytel 
MCI Invest 
CEO

R

H.E. Dragana Radulovic 
Embassy of the Republic of Montenegro 
Ambassador

Dkfm. Dr. Claus Raidl 
ONB Österreichische Nationalbank 
President and Supervisory Board Member 

Faiz Rehmann 
mediaLogistik

Hans Reitz 
Grameen Creative Lab 
Founder and Managing Director

Ulrich Reitz 
n-tv 
Manager of the Department of Economics

Rashid Rizk 
Centuria Capital 
President

Dr. Stephan C. Roh 
ILS International Legal Services 
Attorney-At-Law

Bruce Romero 
MacKenzie-Romero Consulting 
President 

Gail Romero, CFRE 
MBA Women International 
President & CEO

Daniel D. Roscom 
Genesis Group 
President and CEO

Roman Rummenigge 
Rummenigge Sport Marketing GmbH 
Managing Director

Ian Rutherford 
Risc Consultants Limited 
CEO

Elena Rybak 
European-Ukrainian Energy Agency (EUEA) 
Director

S

Martin Sabelko 
CBRE Global Investors Central Europe 
Managing Director CEE

Christof R. Sage 
Feine Adressen - Das Lifestyle Magazin 
Publisher / Editor in Chief

Vladimir Sakovich 
National Investment Financial Holding 
Severgazstroymontaj (SGSM), 
Neftegazservice (NGS) 
Vice President and Shareholder

Alexander Samozhnev 
Rossijskaja Gaseta 
Office Manager

MMag. Adriana Saparevska 
Armeetz BG 
Head of Office

Thomas Sarkis 
Toms Club & Falkenherz Group INTL. 
Founder and CEO

Mag. Günther Schneider 
Salus Alpha 
Head of Global Business Development 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Schoberwalter 
Logos International Properties Ltd. 
General Manager

Patrizia Schueler 
Getty Images DevCo / WireImage / FilmMagic 
Head of Entertainment Content for GLR

Dr. Gudrun Schütz 
IBM 
Business Analytics Software Sales

Stephan Scoppetta 
News-Magazin 
Money Management / Service

Bakytzhan Seitzhanov 
South-Oil 
President

H.E. Prof. Dr. Fatmir Sejdiu 
Republic of Kosovo 
President of the Republic of Kosovo 2006-2010

Michael Selby 
MedicaRom Group S.R.L. 
President

Oleg Sepelev 
Embassy of the Russian Federation in Austria 
Senior Counselor

Ufuk Sevinc 
Lambertz Group 
Head of Communications

Leonita Shabani 
Government of Kosovo, Ministry of Economic 
Development 
Chief of Cabinet

William Shamu 
Africa Mining 
Managing Director
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H.E. Elena Shekerletova 
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria 
Ambassador

Ilja Sichrovsky 
Muslim Jewish Conference 
Founder and Secretary General

Christopher SISSERIAN 
OSCE

Tara Smith 
Tara Smith Foundation 
Founder

Oliver Sodeik 
G&O Services 
Managing Director

Dr. Suat Sokullu, MBA 
Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC 
Administrative Director

Gabriele Stowasser 
Dr. Michael Häupl - Förderungsfonds (MHFF), 
Senat der Wirtschaft 
Managing Partner and Director

Müjgan Suver 
Marmara Group Foundation 
EU and Human Rights Platform 
President

Dr. Akkan Suver 
Marmara Group Foundation 
President

Isabella Szele 
Special Olympics 
Gold Medalist

T

Nuratdin Tagabergenov 
Sataga Oil Trading GmbH 
Chairman

Canisio Tanyanyiwa 
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe in Austria 
Counselor

Frank Templin 
Temco Metallbau 
Managing Director

R.H. Dr. Morgan Richard Tsvangirai 
Government of Zimbabwe 
Prime Minister

Dr. Helmut Türk 
International Tribunal for Sea Law 
Vice President 

Dr. Monika Türk 
Welcome to Austria Association 
Vice President 

Dr. Johannes Türk 
Skandia Austria & Skandia Switzerland 
Head of Legal & Compliance

DI Sanja Turkovic 
Sanja Studio 
Landscape Architect

U

Vladimir Uskov 
Embassy of the Russian Federation in Austria 
First Secretary

Yahya Üzdiyen 
Dogan Sirketler Grubu Holding A.S. 
Chief Executive Officer

V

Peter Vadasz 
Mayor of Güssing, 
Burgenland, Austria

Mohammed Ali Vakili 
Embassy of the Republic of Iran

Tzvetan Vassilev 
Corporate Commercial Bank AD 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board

Juri Velev 
”24 Hours” 
Deputy editor-in-chief

Inara Vilkaste 
Real Estate Expert

Marko Voljc 
KBC Bank Insurance Holding 
Member of the Executive Committee, 
CEO, CEE and Russia

H.E. Vladimir Voronkov 
Embassy of the Russian Federation in Austria 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 
the International Organizations

Joanna Vosskamp 
Vertebralia

W

Mag. Stefan Walter 
RSM Exacta 
Partner

Dr. Florian Wecker 
Marketing Consult, 
Stiftung Deutscher Nachhaltigkeitspreis e.V. 
Board Member

Edwin Weindorfer 
Emotion Management 
CEO and Founder

X

H.E. Musa Xhaferi 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Deputy Prime Minister  
Secretariat for Implementation of Ohrid 
Framework Agreement

Z

Stoyko Zahariev 
TV Europe 
Journalist

Ronald Zak 
Associated Press 
Journalist

Jiri Zapletal 
Škoda Power 
Managing Director for Central and Eastern Europe

Goli Zarbafi 
Freelance Consultant USA

Roseline Zigomo 
Government of Zimbabwe Office of the PM 
Principal Director

Dejan Zlatanovic 
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Austria 
First Counselor

Goran Zuzul 
VIRTEGO GmbH 
CEO
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Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation - CGDC
would like to thank

Stamen Stantchev
CGDC Founding Sponsor

and our Partners 
for the CGDC annual Meeting 2012

Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation - CGDC
would like to thank

our Supporters & Sponsors 
 for the CGDC annual Meeting 2012
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Education for change

Scholarships to Students from the western Balkans
Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC, together with its valued sponsors will enable students 
from the Western Balkans to participate in the MBA program in Public Governance and Management at MODUL 
University Vienna, a private university in Vienna, Austria.

The aim of this program is to train managers and civil servants to convey their know-how and democratic ideas 
to regions with interreligious and intercultural differences to assist these areas in becoming politically and 
economically stable and consequently a favorable partner to other states in Europe and worldwide. We are 
preparing future leaders to deal with the complex interrelationships between public authorities and the private 
sector.

BECOME A SPONSOR OF THE PROJECT – Share Our Vision
The CGDC is proud to have many supporters and members who share our vision and who work with us to achieve 
our goals. The project ”Education for Change – Scholarships to Students from the Western Balkans” provides 
educational training in Public Governance and Management which was not available throughout the last years. This 
is a step to support emerging countries and assist them in becoming more efficient, capable and stable partners 
in Europe and worldwide. Entrepreneurs, businessmen, politicians, students, pupils – everybody will benefit from 
the future development of the Western Balkan countries as stable partners for Europe and worldwide.

START A DIALOGUE – with the CGDC
We are looking for visionaries who share our common targets, who can contribute to the realization of our vision, 
give their financial support and invest in a better future!

JOIN OUR EFFORTS – for a Better World and become a Social Investor!

For further information, please visit our website www.cgdc.eu or write us an email to sponsorship@cgdc.eu.

Cgdc Privileged Membership
The Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC – brings together many of the most serious and influential 
people to maintain global dialogue and to contribute actively to the goals, missions and to the vision of CGDC. 
CGDC Privileged Membership is open to everyone interested in policy making and economic development, and 
offers a wide range of advantages, which include:

• strong and global networking 

• capacity building

• increased exposure

• information sharing 

All CGDC Privileged Members enjoy the full benefits of the CGDC Membership. CGDC Members are constantly 
being informed about all CGDC activities and have access to all CGDC events. Through the CGDC Privileged 
Membership, our members get access to a wealth of resources as well as are granted a guaranteed opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meetings, held in Vienna each May, with a limited number of participants. The CGDC Annual 
Meeting is a major locus where influential governmental, civil and religious leaders and stakeholders meet to 
bring their voices and views to develop effective solutions to global challenges. The CGDC mission has already 
attracted more than 50 current and former heads of states, politicians, hundreds of top CEOs, key thinkers, 
scholars and media representatives. Through participation in our events and activities, our members increase 
recognition of their entities on a global stage, better accomplish their missions as well as help to confront global, 
national and social problems.

Opportunities for Networking and Collaboration
Become a CGDC Privileged Member and you will be connected to a powerful community of political and business 
people. Network with other Privileged Partners and Dialogue Partners and inspire the next generation of leaders 
to reach new heights in business and politics. CGDC Members have numerous opportunities to communicate with 
each other. Our professional managers keenly coordinate and assist each and every member individually in all 
their endeavors. CGDC provides you with a great possibility to create added value and greater impact through joint 
projects.

Relationship Management
Upon joining CGDC, each Privileged Member is provided with a CGDC networking manager, who guides, supports 
and assists our members in all activities they undertake irrespective of their professional experience and practice 
in strategic development.

For further information, please visit our website www.cgdc.eu or write us an email to membership@cgdc.eu.
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Follow us
on Twitter @CGDC and join the conversation by using the hashtag #cgdc
or find news and comments on Facebook under http://www.facebook.com/cgdc.eu
and on Googleplus +cgdc. 

The Annual Meeting was conducted and moderated by Ali Aslan in English.
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The information made available to you by Center for Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC in this booklet was 
compiled with care. Although it has been checked, it cannot be guaranteed to be free of errors. Thus Center for 
Global Dialogue and Cooperation – CGDC hereby rules out any liability or warranty with regard to the accuracy 
and completeness of the information in this booklet or its relevance to the current situation.
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